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Epilepsy Association of South Australia and the Northern Territory Inc.

Mission
To improve in all respects the welfare of people with epilepsy and their families in
South Australia and The Northern Territory

Vision
To be the leading provider of epilepsy services and to create a centre of excellence

Values
Professionalism
Commitment
Integrity
Quality
Service

You never know how S T R O N G you
are until being S T R O N G is the
only choice you have
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OUR SERVICES AT A GLANCE
The Epilepsy Centre is a professional organisation committed to providing quality services to living with epilepsy and improving
community awareness and attitude throughout South Australia and the Northern Territory


Counselling



Seizure First Aid



Advocacy



Update training in use of emergency medications



Epilepsy Management Planning



Support with quality using medicines

Our Clients Services Team is able to provide


Seizure Clinics



Hospital Visits



Home Visits



Visits with Client to their GP or Neurologist



Office Visits

Our Clients Services Team also provides education and support to:


People with epilepsy and their families/carers



Private and government organisations



Workplace organisations



Schools, Child Care Centres, TAFE and Universities



Aged care facilities



Community Organisations



Essential Services i.e Police, Fire and Ambulance Office ‘s



Health Services i.e. Hospital staff, Health Centres, etc

Other Services
The Epilepsy Centre assists people with epilepsy and their families/carers as part of our commitment to enhancing the quality of
life for people living with epilepsy.


Children’s Support Camps



Support Groups



Youth Leadership Camps



Family Camps



A range of client focused workshops



Epilepsy resource material e.g books, DVDs & pamphlets



Employment advice and support

Epilepsy Foundation of South Australia
Launched in 1995, the Epilepsy Foundation of South Australia Trust encourages research into the social and scientific aspects of
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Rod Martin BA Hons Soc Sc: President
Rod Martin is a well known Australian business man, entrepreneur and philanthropist. His broad working
knowledge in both the private sector and government at all levels, coupled with his high level of enthusiasm
gained in the not for profit sector is an asset to The Epilepsy Centre. Rod Martin is a professional, qualified and
skilful Mediator, who is also an highly experienced senior consultant in the migration, employment, Australian
workplace culture and communications skills areas. Rod has extensive formal qualifications and expertise
throughout the Human Resource arena and Business.

We wish to sincerely thank the following organisations and Volunteers
Adelaide BMW

Dr Margaret Kyrkou

Mr Peter van der Linden

Adelaide City Council

Dr Michael Harbord

MRL Group

Adelaide Entertainment Centre

Dr Suzanna Thompson

National Australia Bank

Adelaide Festival Centre

Duncan Basheer Hannon

National Disability Services

Adelaide Oval

Letizia Gentile B.Ed (Social Science /Arts) MBA (Uni of SA) Cert IV TAA: Board Member

Adelaide Shores Resort

Letizia has held the role of CEO for over 15 years, in a number of Not for Profit organisations. She has
specialized in Strategic Management is Community Focused and excels at Operational Efficiency by: Cultivating
close and strategic ties with all Stakeholders, all levels of Government, Staff and Community; Being a dedicated
advocate and masterful negotiator with a rich mix of business development, operations & financial acumen;
Providing extraordinary results leading and turning around distressed organisations while promoting synergetic
teams; Developing community relations, creating open and respectful environments and consistently rising to
challenges; Resolving long-standing problems, improving financial operations and team dynamics to instil best
practice.

Adelaide Soaring Club

Iain Patrick BA Hons, MBA, MAICD: Vice President
Iain has over 15 years experience in Executive, Senior Management and Management Consulting roles with a
proven ability to deliver outstanding and sustainable results. He has strong business qualifications with an
impressive track record in results-driven strategic planning, business unit development, cultural change
implementation and stakeholder engagement. Iain has a proven ability to successfully analyse an organisation's
critical business requirements, identify deficiencies, potential opportunities and efficiencies, and develop
solutions to enhance competitiveness, increase revenues, and improve customer service offerings.

James Cook: Secretary
James Cook has been working for a local electronics manufacturing company for the past decade, spending
most of this time as a Test Engineer before his current appointment as a Manufacturing Product Manager.
His work has included creating process automation and the coordination of small projects.
James and his family have been clients of The Epilepsy Centre for many years, and he hopes to bring the unique
experience and perspective of a family living everyday with the effects of epilepsy to The Epilepsy Centre’s
Board.

John Barnett OAM, JP: Treasurer
John Barnett has held an executive position on the Board of Management since 1984 and has served a number
of years on the TAPS Programme Advisory Board. He has a background in hospital administration from 19701984 and is a member of Legacy Club of Adelaide and the Gilles Plains and Hampstead RSL Club. John received
the NEAA Epilepsy Excellence Award in 1988, was awarded Life Membership of the Association in 1995 and
received the Order of Australia medal in 1997.
David Angus BMan (Marketing), BCom (Acc), BMan (Operations): Board Member
David Angus is a marketing professional with over 12 years of marketing and communications experience.
David has held various marketing positions with organisations in Australia, Germany and the UK, specialising in
brand management and online marketing. With a strong background in marketing, budgeting, forecasting and
financial analysis David will utilise his skills and experience to assist The Epilepsy Centre to achieve its
objectives. David holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Accounting), Bachelor of Management (Marketing) and
Bachelor of Management (Operations Management). He is a member of the Board’s Finance Committee.
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Special Supports

Education Services Committee
Elizabeth Backshall

National Rugby League SA
National Wine Centre of Australia
Network Ten

Air New Zealand

Elka Australia

Airbus Group Aust Pacific

Epilepsy Assoc of Tas Inc

Alexandra Wilson

Epilepsy Assoc of the ACT Inc

Patrick Boylen

ALH Group

Epilepsy Australia Ltd

Paula Alexander Photography

Alwyn Dolling

Epilepsy Foundation

Peter W Beck

Ami Massarotto

Epilepsy Foundation of SA Inc

Pickles Auctions

Andrew Sweetman

Fiona MacLachlan

Printak

Angelo Bartemucci

Finesse Models Australia

Aust Aerospace Ltd

Flight Centre Renmark, Sarah Tucker

Baker Young Stockbrokers

Flinders Medical Centre

BankSA & Staff Charitable Fund

Flinders University

Belinda Jones

Frank Cutillo

Rod Martin

Bernard & Sharon Gwynne

Harvey Foundation

SA Rugby League NRLC SA Limited

Caitlin Hitchcock

Helen Slater

SAJC

Callum MacDougall

High Noon Trust

Sandra Hii RN

Cameron Mudge

Iain Patrick

Sarah Blunder

Carla Raphael

Ian Common

Sarah Miller

Carlone Fischer

International Bureau of Epilepsy

Nick Butler
Novatech

Pro Paint ‘n’ Panel
Purple Day Volunteers
RAAF Superbase Edinburgh
Rachel Sanya
Richard Ward

Scott Dolling OAM
Sharon Crowley

CBA Staff Charitable Fund

Jane Sievewright

Cheryl Hicks

Jason & Jo Ross

City Holden

JECA

Clipsal 500 Adelaide

Jessica Lidston

Coopers

Jim Gaiteranis

Svjetlana Duric

Country Outreach

John Barnett OAM

Tamara Hollitt

Craig Bell

John Parker

The Divas

Craig Chatterton

Julie Height

The Lane Vineyard

Dani Bayer

Kelly Vincent, (Hon) MLC

Thyne Reid Foundation

David Angus

Kerry Sutton RN

Tindall Gask Bentley

Depart of Planning, Transport & Infrastructure

King William Road Fashion

Tom Skothos

Dept for Manufacturing, Innovation, Trade,
Resources & Energy

Dept of Disability & Rehab Studies
Dept of Nursing
Dept of Psychological Studies
Dr Brian Coppin

Simone Perele
Solitaire Automotive Group
Space Events
Staff and Volunteers

Kon Skothos

UCB Pharma

Kym Meers

University of Adelaide

Margaret Bell

University of South Australia

Margaret D’Athridge

Vale Brewing

Maxwell Cooper Family Trust

Variety

Mike Rogers

Vikki Threapleton

Monarto Zoo

West Beach & Districts Community Bank—
Bendigo Bank

Dr Clair Pridmore

Monica Strange

Dr Damien Clark

Morambro Creek Wines

Dr Emma Whittham

Morialta Trust Inc

Dr Joe Frasca

Morphett Vale Butcher
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Frank Cutillo BAcctg: Board Member

Dr K J Abbott

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Dr A Black

M.B., B.MED., SC., F.R.A.C.P.

Dr D Burrow

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Dr J Frasca

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Dr M Harbord

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P., R.A.C.O.G., D.C.C.H.

Frank has successfully operated his own business since 1982, encompassing accounting, financial planning,
taxation, general insurance, travel and real estate services. Besides possessing various financial diplomas
and certificates, Frank is a member/fellow in several industry defining associations and holds the position
of Honorary Treasurer of the Hong Kong Australia Business Assoc Inc. His personal approach and
commitment, which complements The Epilepsy Centre values, are underlined by: Adding value to client’s
businesses & relationships with stakeholders; Aim of forming mutually beneficial win-win relationships;
Desire to contribute to the long term success of clients and offering his clients Passion, Commitment and
Vision.

Dr M Kiley

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Cameron Mudge: Board Member

Dr M Kyrkou

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.G.P., D.C.C.H.

Dr C Pridmore

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Dr M K Robinson

M.B.B.S., F.R.A.C.P.

Prof. J Willoughby

M.B.B.S., PhD, F.R.A.C.P.

Cameron is a management, marketing, media communications and business development professional.
MBA qualified from the University of Adelaide along with a Bachelor Management, (Marketing) from the
University of South Australia. Cameron’s specialties include, revenue generation strategy, relationship
management, business development, sales coaching, performance development, media strategy, idea
generation and event planning/management. Apart from Cameron’s Board Director Role at The Epilepsy
Centre, Cameron devotes additional volunteer time as Deputy Chairman at the Adelaide University
Football Club helping to develop young men to contribute positively to the community.

The role of Medical Advisors is to assist The Epilepsy Centre regarding medical aspects which require
clarification or if a medical statement is sought on our behalf.

Patrick Boylen LLB, GDLP: Board Member
Patrick Boylen is a lawyer with 30 years experience in a broad range of legal areas. He is the South
Australian President of the Australian Lawyers Alliance and joined The Epilepsy Centre Board in November
2013 to contribute to a community organisation. He is Chair of the Legal and Governance Committee.
Board Member

Meetings Attended
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Rod Martin
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Iain Patrick
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Letizia Gentile
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James Cook

6
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John Barnett OAM

2
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Frank Cutillo
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David Angus
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Cameron Mudge
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9

Patick Boylen
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Jim Gaiteranis

7

9

Bill Papas
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Jim Gaiteranis: Board Member
Jim’s career commenced in the Royal Australian Navy as an Aircraft Ground Engineer – Electrical Systems.
After commissioning as an Officer, he specialised as an Air Traffic Controller before transitioning into
recruitment as the Senior Naval Recruitment Officer in South Australia and Western Australia. After
leaving the Navy in 1998, Jim joined a leading executive recruitment firm in Adelaide specialising in
contract and permanent engineering and technical recruitment covering all industry sectors. Jim has
worked as both a Consultant and an In-house recruiter. With over twenty years’ experience in
recruitment and a strong focus in the engineering and technical market, his industry experience covers
resources, manufacturing, consumer, professional services, agribusiness, engineering, information
technology and education and has placed many mid to senior level candidates in a large variety of
organisations where he enjoys continued relationships. Jim has an in-depth knowledge of the everchanging employment market.

Bill Papas - Board Member
Managing Director of a residential property development and business services company. Prior to this he
spent 35 years in the banking industry. The first 22 years working for a major bank and the last 13 years in
the not - for - profit sector as General Manager / CEO of a credit union. He holds a Diploma in Financial
Services and enjoys an active lifestyle playing tennis during the week and cycling regularly on weekends.

22

7

Epilepsy Association of South Australia and the Northern Territory Inc.

From the desk of the CEO
I am honored and proud to serve people living with epilepsy and I am very grateful for the support and appreciation that
we receive from all our stakeholders, donors, volunteers, staff and Board members.
Our mission is “To improve in all respects the welfare of people with epilepsy and their families in South Australia and
the Northern Territory” underpinned with a vision to “Be the leading provider of epilepsy services and to create a center
of excellence”. We all work hard every day to deliver our mission and all of our team work many additional volunteer
hours delivering that. We have the most dedicated and effective team that we have ever had.
We do not receive any Government funding despite our continuing efforts. We continue to lobby for Government funding
because we need to meet the increased demand for our services.
Demand is greater than our resources and we therefore need additional funding to continue to operate and to expand
our services. Our Client Services team has continued to provide a diverse range of services to all our clients in both
South Australia and the Northern Territory. We continue to do “more with less”.
Our Call Centre is our major source of income and our major Bonanza Lotteries ensure our viability. Thank you sincerely
to everyone who buys our tickets. We are indebted to you and all our wonderful donors and supporters who enable us to
provide most of our services free to people and their families living with epilepsy. I thank you all sincerely for enabling us
to continue to provide services.
Our two most senior people are Robyn Wakefield, our Operations/Call Centre Manager and Cathryn Obst, our Client
Services Manager. I value their contribution highly and thank them both for their amazing efforts and dedication to our
epilepsy cause. I could not operate the business effectively without them.
I sincerely thank our entire team for their loyalty and dedication. They perform magnificently to achieve our goals. I am
very proud of them and the services that we deliver. We have over 3,200 active clients, mainly children, who depend on
the wide ranges of services that we provide.
We have amazing dedicated volunteers who we could never do without. Thank you particularly to John Barnett OAM
and Jane Sievewright. The support of our volunteers enables me to progress The Epilepsy Centre’s mission and vision
at a faster rate.
I particularly thank our Chairman, Rod Martin for his guidance and leadership.
I am passionate about the epilepsy cause and it is humbling to serve The Epilepsy Centre and I thank our Board for their
continued support, vision and focus on service provision.

Robert Cole
Chief Executive Officer
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NOTE: This

publication provides concise version of the Audited Financial Statements. The full version is available free of

charge from The Epilepsy Centre, 266 Port Road, Hindmarsh, SA 5007. Phone 1300 850 081
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From the desk of the Chairman
This year has been one of consolidation.
The Board has worked hard to improve our services to both our members and clients, with support from all The Epilepsy Centre
departments.
New faces have joined us and old ones replaced as they have moved on to other challenges.
This has been in keeping with the overall, long term, organisation plan, to remain flexible, innovative and relevant to not only good
‘Governance’ but to the ever-changing client needs.
Financially we continue to move forward, with still a little way to-go, before we are completely debt free.
The sale of our city investment building has provide an excellent opportunity for on-going financial security, but it is important to
purchase and develop our own facility, with promise of better training, conference, client/interview, reception, fund raising,
tele-marketing, client & staff car parking facilities.
We are currently negotiating this option, saving substantial leasing costs and maximising financial benefits.
Monies saved and additional funds raised through our fund-raising activities, tele-marketing expansion, grants progamme and
sponsorship, will ensure on-going services and support the development of new and exciting initiatives already in the planning
pipe-line.
We continue to receive no South Australian Government support, but this may well change as a result of more recent conversation
with senior parliament friends and supporters.
I take this opportunity to personally thank the current, outstanding Board, who with vision and perseverance, dedication and
commitment, have contributed at a very high level of professionalism.
I would also thank the staff for their may hours both as employees and volunteers to this our organisation.
They are the stalwarts of The Epilepsy Centre who daily provide their expertise and on all occasions, volunteer their time and effort
out-of-hours.
Robert and his senior managers, Robyn and Cathryn, provide enthusiasm, professionalism and commitment to supporting the success
of our programmes.
To our wonderful volunteers………. a very special thank you. You do both The Epilepsy Centre and yourselves a great service (you
know who you are)!
2015-2016 will prove to be even more challenging and exciting…… but working together as a family, we will achieve
Who said that it cannot be done? We are and will continue to make a difference!

Notes form part of these financial statements
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Rod Martin
Chairperson/President
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From the desk of the Chair—Client Services Committee
James Cook
Our Client Service Committee focus has been to ensure the client services uphold The Epilepsy Centre’s
mission to improve the welfare of people with epilepsy.
To date we have been focusing on consolidating the current services and implementing new services
via the receiving of grants.
Client Services are key to the success of The Epilepsy Centre, and it is important that development
is shared with Our board.
James Cook
Chair Client Services Committee

NOTE: This
10

publication provides concise version of the Audited Financial Statements. The full version is available free of

charge from The Epilepsy Centre, 266 Port Road, Hindmarsh, SA 5007. Phone 1300 850 081
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EASANT finan

New - Pic Client cervices

NOTE: This

publication provides concise version of the Audited Financial Statements. The full version is

available free of charge from The Epilepsy Centre, 266 Port Road, Hindmarsh, SA 5007. Phone 1300 850 081
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Family camp this year was held to coincide with our Purple Day event with the intention of making it possible for those
from further afield to attend both events. As has been customary, camp was intended to provide an opportunity for
families to connect together and to build supportive friendships. It was held at Adelaide Shores and attended by 26
families and members of our team.
Throughout the year our ability to deliver services has been greatly enhanced by the contribution of teams of students
on professional placement, this, the final component of their courses or degrees. Their contribution has enabled many
more clients to receive help across a range of significant issues. They have also helped us to develop and implement
several new initiatives including BASK (Brothers and Sisters Konnect), our sibling programme, children of parents with
epilepsy programme and resources, and research that will provide us with valuable data to help with service and
programme planning and delivery. Finally, students have been wonderful volunteers at camps and other events. We are
extremely grateful to each of them and to UniSA, Flinders University and TAFE for their ongoing support of our work.
I want to close by taking the time to thank all those who make it possible for us to do the work necessary to achieve our
goals and we look forward to a wonderful year to come.

From the desk of the Chair—Marketing and Communications Committee
David Angus

The role of the Marketing and Communications sub-committee is to increase the awareness of the
services provided by EASANT and activate opportunities to acquire sustainable funding via fundraising,
events, bequests, government grants and sponsorship. This year EASANT grew its online presence
considerably with the launch of a new website and increased the activity on our Facebook page. The
website has a greater focus on the services we provide, stories of people living with epilepsy, revenue
generation and recognition of our sponsors. The website is generating an average of $4000 in revenue
per month, with circa $24,000 raised for the year. Our Facebook page has a vast amount of
engagement, with 13,423 page likes as at 30 June and regularly receiving over 1,300 likes per month .

Cathryn Obst
Client Services Manager

We held a number of successful events, with the Boys Day Out and Melbourne Cup events being the
major contributors to our bottom line. We are extremely grateful for the support of our sponsors, as
their contributions ensure that we manage success and sustainable events. Thank you also to all the
volunteers that have assisted with marketing activities throughout the year and to the committee
members, comprising of Cameron Mudge (Board), Robert Cole (CEO), Robyn Wakefield (Operations and
Call Centre Manager), Ramona Reynolds-Smith (Events and Fundraising Manager).

David Angus
Chair Marketing and Communication Committee
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From the desk of the Client Services Manager
Cathryn Obst
Our Client Services Department has again experienced an exciting year and has worked extremely hard to fulfil the vision and
mission of The Epilepsy Centre. Although only one part of The Epilepsy Centre team, we are extremely aware of the part we
are privileged to play in delivering our programmes and services.
Over the past year the team has experienced considerable change but has continued to work extremely hard to ensure the
year achieves strong success. These changes have seen both Mark Francis and Melissa Ince leave to pursue new directions in
their careers. As we searched for the most suitable replacements, their positions were temporarily filled by nurses who
quickly embraced our vision to become valuable, though temporary, members of our team. Although their time with us was
not long, we are indebted to each of them for their valuable contribution to our work.
Part of our change-over process involved the hosting of a series of ‘get to know you’ café events across Adelaide. These
informal gatherings between the team and any of our members or professionals who wished to meet the new team produced
benefits we continue to enjoy. The information we gained from parents has informed the development of several
programmes and the professional contacts made continue to provide vital support. We look forward to hosting similar events
in the future.
Several significant projects were initiated or completed during this year. These include the publishing of our children’s book,
“Trigger and His Friends”, a story designed to teach young children about epilepsy. This book was printed with the financial
support of UCB Pharmaceuticals and several private donors and was kindly written by Katrina Germain. It is available for
purchase and also made available to children who are newly diagnosed with epilepsy.
Although it was not possible to run our kids e-camp this year, two substitution events were planned instead. The first was a
day trip to Monarto Zoo and the second, a Christmas party where we booked the entire Lollipop Playland Café at Croydon.
This party was for children with epilepsy, their families and also for children of parents with epilepsy. The team enjoyed the
opportunity to get to know our families better.
As part of our YELSA (Young Epilepsy Leaders of South Australia) programme, our youth enjoyed a wonderful camp at Pichi
Richi Park at Quorn. This camp saw the launch of the educational aspect of our leadership programme, with youth actively
contributing to the ongoing planning of the overall YELSA programme. Part of this involved planning for SUMMIT1625 which
became a significant achievement for our youth and young adults. SUMMIT1625 saw a group of young people travel to New
Zealand where they participated in a range of leadership workshops, epilepsy education sessions and also various cultural and
tourist experiences. The whole purpose of the trip was to help young people to realise that they can live amazing lives if they
learn to take leadership over their lives, particularly in relation to managing their epilepsy. For many this was their first
experience of travel, particularly to an overseas destination. The trip was planned with great attention to detail and attended
by our full Client Services Team. We are extremely indebted to Dr Joe Frasca who volunteered his time to join us on this trip,
providing valuable medical advice and support as well as running wonderful education and question and answer sessions for
the our young attendees. The trip was funded in part by generous donations, particularly by UCB Pharmaceuticals whose
donation covered the cost of the airfares. However, two-thirds of the cost was covered through the fundraising efforts of the
young attendees and our Client Services Team who organized private donor drives, ran small raffles and sourced individual
small grants from Local Councils. Finally, the team ran SkyJump, a sponsored skydiving event which saw 5 volunteers raise
money by jumping out of a plane. We greatly look forward to our next event for which initial plans are well underway.
16
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From the desk of the Operation/Call Centre Manager
Robyn Wakefield
Community Link (SA) Pty Ltd is a subsidiary organisation of the Epilepsy Association of SA & NT Inc. Our purpose is to
generate revenue from lottery and donor campaigns on behalf of the Epilepsy Association of SA & NT Inc. as well as many
other charitable organisations that utilise our professional sales experience as an Outbound Call Centre.
2014/2015 has been a wonderful year for our Call Centre Team again achieving budget.
Community Link Call Centre employs 20 day shift staff 9 am to 5 pm 5 days per week. The continued low attrition rate and
high staff engagement contributing to the success.
The Call Centre Team are a dedicated group of individuals that truly believe in the Epilepsy cause. They donate their time
regularly on Saturdays which has added to the financial success of Community Link.
All staff in our Call Centre have actively supported and donated their time to all the events held by the Epilepsy Association
during 2014/2015 period such as Purple Day, Boys Day Out and Melbourne Cup Day.
The Staff organised in-house auctions to also raise money and collectively raised over $3,459. A true display of dedication.
A big thank you to our wonderful Call Centre Team Kaye Carter, Troy Watherston, Bree Draper, Robyn Chmiel, Jayde von
Minden, Sandra Hissey, Debra Szkolik, Leonie Ryan, Pauline Davey, Joan Fryer, Eva Wallis, Tanasha Mellors, Peter Karagiris,
Mika Rookley, Creina Barclay, Carmen Brincat, Deborah Schrader, Glenda Watson, Kathryn Nordin, Darrin Deer, Susan Lees,
Rhiana Corker, Fethra Pavlakis, Trudy McGorm, Christian Kyffin, Sylvia Lelos-Mangos, Kathleen Berecz and Machelle Bivard
for all of your hard work.
We also continue to raise money for families in need and donate vital equipment such as Seizure Monitors, Oximeters,
custom made Wheelchairs. Some of these children from the 2014/2015 donation campaigns are pictured on our opposite
page.

Robyn Wakefield
Operation & Call Centre Manager
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