The Epilepsy Association of South Australia (EASA) was formed in May 1976, by a group of
concerned parents, medical practitioners and interested parties who felt the needs of the person
with epilepsy and their families were not being fulfilled. The goals of the organisation were to:

Advise and help people with epilepsy
Enlighten the public about the disorder with a view of overcoming ignorance and prejudice
which cause unnecessary hardship to people with epilepsy
Encourage medical research and professional training
Provide information and referral services, professional persons, social or recreational group
meetings, with the ultimate goal of total acceptance of the person with epilepsy in the community

The organisation is now well and truly established as a reputable charity organisation and
continues to provide a wide range of effective and efficient services and support for those in the
community affected by the disorder.

With approximately 2/3 in every 100 are affected by

epilepsy, epilepsy affects more people in our community than cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis,
Parkinson’s disease, muscular dystrophy and blindness combined. For this reason community
education, public awareness and the understanding of epilepsy has been a high priority of the
organisation for many years now.

From humble beginnings and the tireless effort of action groups led by parents with children living
with epilepsy to a vibrant and highly organised corporate entity, the organisation now spans
across all of South Australia, Northern Territory and areas bordering the South Australian State.

This document is a brief historical overview of the journey the Epilepsy Association of South
Australia has undertaken spanning a period of almost 40 years.

The information has been

compiled largely from a plethora of newsletters, annual reports and incidental communications
within the organisation.

It depicts a history of early struggle and determination by a few

concerned parents and culminates with an overview of the organisation today.
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IN THE BEGINNING – THE FIRST DECADE
Since inception, the Epilepsy Association has always had a board of Management and the
leadership of a President. The founding President was Heini Becker who retired in 1986 to focus
on his political career and was followed by Alwyn MK Dolling.

Founding Members
The first decade of the Epilepsy Association saw much expansion and growth, beginning with the
small fundraising ideas of the Ladies Auxiliary and Bob Hall, ‘The Man in the Mall’.
Founding committee member Bob Hall and his dog Sally worked tirelessly raising funds in the
Rundle Mall for the Epilepsy Association. Bob taught Sally tricks and always attracted a crowd of
curious onlookers providing one of the main sources of revenue in the early days.

The Ladies Auxiliary
The Ladies Auxiliary provided a small but steady stream of income for the Epilepsy Association in
the early years. Fundraising efforts included Bottle raffles (bottles filled with goodies), Film
mornings, Lamington Drives and other fundraising ventures.

The other primary role of this

organisation was to provide support to women who had been in some way affected by epilepsy.

Old Nurses Home, Memorial Hospital
12th of March saw the official opening of the first home of the Epilepsy Association located at the
Old Nurses Home in North Adelaide. These rooms were leased for the astounding sum of $20.00
per week and included utilities, cleaning and 100 outgoing local phone calls.

The Association’s first public meeting was held on
21st April 1976, with the Inaugural meeting following
soon after on the 29th June.

In addition, this decade brought forth six Action for
Epilepsy Groups that were formed across the state at
Murray Bridge, Port Lincoln, Broken Hill, Mt Gambier,
(with a sub-branch in Millicent), Whyalla,

(and

another locationnote to check newsletters),

The Miss Junior South Australia Quest, an E club for
children, and a Training and Placement Service
(TAPS) were established, though sadly this service
(TAPS) was terminated due to a reduction in funding.
The Epilepsy Association was also granted affiliation
with the International Bureau of Epilepsy and the
Australian Council for Rehabilitation of Disabled.

Miss Junior South Australia Quest

Regency Road

Mission Statement

1979 saw the formal development of a Mission statement with the following extract taken from an
early newsletter.

‘To undertake to represent people with
epilepsy in advocacy, in counselling, in the
promotion of support groups, in the provision
of literature and other materials and in
access to recreation and leisure activities’

TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS FROM

1976

1976 TO 1986

Epilepsy Association of South Australia is formed

The idea of a self help, social based youth group was perceived in
November, (Youth in Action)

1977

By February, the Epilepsy Associations membership exceeds 150

In May, the mailing list is in excess of 500 copies and the main source of
income for the association is the ‘Man in the Mall’ (Bob Hall) with funds
raised exceeding $3,600

The associations First Family Picnic Day is held on June 12 at the Adelaide
City Council Picnic Area

An application is lodged for affiliation with the International Bureau of
Epilepsy. The Youth in Action group is well established

The first Annual General Meeting is held on August 19, in the Lecture
Theatre, on the 5th Floor of the Children’s Hospital. The Association applies
for and is granted 3 rooms at the Memorial Hospital in Old Nurses home

Affiliation with the International Bureau of Epilepsy and the Australian
Council for Rehabilitation of Disabled (ACROD) is granted in August

1978

February saw the first offices opened in Room 15 of the Memorial Hospital,
on Pennington Terrace North Adelaide and a full time

administrator is

appointed; Dianne Dobson, (3 months), followed by qualified social worker,
Mary Burfield.

Mary Burfield prepared the establishment of the Craft

Workshops

The official opening of the new offices is held on March 12 and attended by
80 people. The official opening is conducted by Mr D.T. Simpson, the
chairperson for SA branch of ACROD. The Epilepsy Association now
consists of an advisory and information centre, a venue for group
discussions, and the use a newly completed library.

Rooms were leased

for $20.00 per week and included utilities, cleaning and 100 outgoing local
phone calls

The Ladies Auxiliary is established in March with two of its aims being to
support the Epilepsy Association through fundraising measures and to
provide support to females concerned with epilepsy

By June the quarterly newsletter is posted to over 650 individuals and
organisations

State Government through the Department of Community Welfare grants
the Epilepsy Association $4000.00 to cover administration costs through to
September 1979

By October, Christmas cards are being sold to raise funds

1979

With financial assistance from the South Australian Health
Commission a property at 471 Regency Road, Prospect is purchased

The Epilepsy Association’s Mission statement is developed

1980

On April 3, the Epilepsy Association was granted a Badge Day and
$1169 was raised from the fundraising efforts of many volunteers

The first of the Epilepsy for Action groups is formed in Murray Bridge
on May 26th

1981

Saw the launch of the first Miss Junior South Australia Quest
Included is the Charity Queen section with the winner being the girl who
raises the most money. Quest Organiser is Mrs Pam Alert

On May 6, a post marker incorporating the EASA logo was used by Australia
Post with the first day of issue of Australia's Post pre-stamped envelope
commemorating the first 100 years of Pharmaceutical Education in Australia

Grand opening of EASA House was held on July 19, at 471 Regency Road,
Prospect 5082.

Attended by 180 people, Premier David Tonkin, Lord

Mayors of Adelaide, Prospect, Enfield and Murray Bridge, Senator Teague,
Minister for Community Welfare (Mr Burdett) and Dr. Cornwall.

Growth in membership has increased from 183 to 361 in just over 5 years

1981 (cont)

Bob Hall’s final year as the Man in the Mall

Action for Epilepsy Groups are established in Port Lincoln (July 9) and in
Broken Hill (July 27)

Mr Ballantine provides a sketch of the house at Regency Road which is
used in future newsletters

Regency Road

1982

Action for Epilepsy group are established in Mount Gambier (February 15)
and in Whyalla (July 22)

A committee is appointed for the Training and Placement Scheme (TAPS),
with the aim of having it up and running the following year

1983

TAPS open their offices on the Third Floor of Stafford House, 23-25 Leigh
Street, Adelaide on May 17. The Programme Director is Mrs Robyn

1983(cont)

Rickards. TAPS was funded through the Commonwealth Government
through the Department of Employment and Industrial Relations. The Taps
offices in Leigh Street give the Epilepsy Association a city outlet

At the half yearly National Committee on Epilepsy, held in Sydney on April
29,

a unanimous resolution was passed to form a National Epilepsy

Association of Australia. The Sydney meeting was the first time all of the
Presidents of each state Epilepsy Association from each state met together.
Seven years earlier Heini Becker had discussed at the Adelaide Symposium
in 1976 the formation of a National body. Most State associations were
affiliated with the Australian Council for Rehabilitation of the Disabled
(ACROD)

The first group of TAPS trainees commenced on July 15

1985

1986

The Epilepsy Association membership number is now over 600

Heini Becker retires to concentrate on his political career and Alwyn MK
Dolling, a founding member, becomes the Epilepsy Associations second
President

The Government loan for EASA house becomes due. The Minister for Health
extends the time for repayment, as the Epilepsy Association does not have
the funds to repay the loan

1986(cont)

Federal Government determines that EASA must come up with 25% of the
running costs of TAPS and for this reason discontinues

Miss Junior South Australia Quest is the Epilepsy Associations lifeline

THE

SECOND DECADE

1987 - 1996
Although this decade was not as hectic as the previous ten years, the events were nonetheless
significant. This period saw the relocation of the Epilepsy Association to Woodville Road and the
renaming of the Miss Junior South Australia Quest to reflect changes in attitudes around equal
opportunity. There was a major turnaround in financial status marking the first time in the history
of the association that it was financially buoyant. One property was purchased, another sold, and
Community Link, which was to become the main source of income, was purchased. The Epilepsy
Foundation was launched and the Ladies Auxiliary ceased their activities with the Association.

Woodville Road

Foundation Launch

TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS FROM

1989

1987 TO 1996

Alice Still is the last girl awarded the title of Miss Junior South Australia
Quest

1990

Miss Junior South Australia Quest is renamed to Junior South Australia
Quest with boys and girls having ability to enter

1991

The Epilepsy Association is struggling financially and had to let go of the
paid fundraiser Denise Langton

1992

In November the National Symposium on Epilepsy was held in Adelaide

The first E-Camp was held at Woodhouse and was so successful it was
decided another one for the following year would be scheduled

The Committee began to change its ideas on fundraising

1993

The Epilepsy Association relocates to 6 Woodville Road, Woodville and
resides within the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) along with the
Comprehensive Epilepsy Unit. Official opening was conducted by

Dame

Roma Mitchell AC DBE. The move was initiated by the Epilepsy Association

1993 (cont)

and the QEH because the importance of client support was recognised.
Drug trials held at QEH were now held at the Epilepsy Centre.

The Epilepsy Centre was financially in the black for the first time, largely due
to introduction of the Cash Bonanza lotteries and other new fundraising
ideas. Turn around from debit $17,444.00 to credit balance of $28,221.00
on June 30th 1993

Junior SA Quest changed back to Miss Junior South Australia Quest

Community Link begins conducting Cash Bonanza lotteries on behalf of the
Epilepsy Association

1994

The committee begins to prepare a 'business plan' to identify short and long
term goals. Fundraising measures include everything from cake stalls to
lotteries

1995

255 South Terrace, Adelaide was purchased

1996

The Epilepsy Foundation of South Australia is officially launched by the
President of the National Epilepsy Association of Australia (NEAA) Mr Tony
Greig on the 30th January in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the
Australian Neuroscience Society at the Adelaide Convention Centre. The
Foundation manages a Trust Fund formed from donations and bequests for
the benefit of people living with epilepsy in South Australia, Northern
Territory and/or areas bordering the state of South Australia

The Association now distributes quarterly newsletters to 57 Epilepsy
Associations around the globe

The Ladies Auxiliary ceases their activities with the Epilepsy Association on
the 13th August

Community Link was purchased and conducts 8 lotteries annually, donor
acquisition programmes, and various corporate contracts

THE THIRD DECADE

1997 – 2006
While this decade represented yet a another period of growth it was tinged with sadness at the
passing of David Ward, one of the longest serving Presidents.

Esteemed President David Ward

1997

The Northern Territory branch was established. There was a new Epilepsy
logo received and there were proposed changes to the constitution of the
Epilepsy Association

1999

The office at Woodville Road underwent a revamp

1999/2000?

After 9 years of service as Honorary Secretary, Management Committee of
the Epilepsy Association, Scott Dolling retires but remains as a committee
member to concentrate on developing the Epilepsy Foundation of South
Australia

2000

The market assets of the Epilepsy Association and the Foundation is
standing at $86,275.44

2001

2002

President of the Epilepsy Association, David Ward sadly passed away

Community Link is an integral part of the organisation, providing a good
source of income through its fundraising efforts and is relocated to a property
purchased on Wakefield Street, Adelaide

The Epilepsy Associations first website is launched

2003

Epilepsy Association of South Australia (EASA) evolves into Epilepsy
Association of South Australia and the Northern Territory Inc (EASANT), to
reflect the regions being serviced by the Association

The news magazine is now being distributed to over 150 overseas allied
epilepsy associations and centres

2004

Early in the year of 2004 the Queen Elizabeth Hospital indicate a need to
use the rooms at the QEH for a diagnostic unit, requiring the relocation of
Association prompting the purchase of the property at 25 Kilkenny Road,
Woodville Park
Community link is relocated to the property at Kilkenny Road in mid
September and is now under the same roof as EASANT for the first time

2005

The Epilepsy Centre’s first Strategic Plan was developed in June

Kilkenny Road, Woodville Park

RECENT YEARS

Perhaps one of the most significant changes in recent years is the relocation of both EASANT
and the Community Link call to Port Road Hindmarsh. The Association continues to develop new
and innovative ideas for the branding of what is now known as the Epilepsy Centre and continues
to lobby government for much needed funding.

2007

The branding of the ‘THE EPILEPSY CENTRE’ assists greatly in
differentiating and increasing the organisation’s visibility

The Great Escape Lottery is introduced, increasing the number of lotteries for
The Epilepsy Centre.

Took part in the Telethon Home & Land Lottery run in October

New initiatives including E-Job, Epi-Assist volunteer program and our new
Epi-Call pilot programs enables greater service provision are introduced

The Board approves the sale of the premises at Kilkenny Road, Woodville
because it is too small to accommodate current and future needs. Plans are
made to source a rental property which is suitable and relocate both the
Epilepsy Centre and Community Link Call Centre

2008

The property at 266 Port Road, Hindmarsh is secured and was officially
opened on the 1st May by His Excellency the Governor of South Australia,
Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce

Port Road, Hindmarsh

The sale of 23 Kilkenny Road is finalised and the process of selling 25
Kilkenny Road is underway

Automation of the Community Link Call Centre systems enables revenue
increase

Eight Epilepsy Centre staff and 36 Community Link staff are now employed.
The Board determines strategic direction for the future and includes
strategies, encompassing the Northern Territory, Human Resources and
Accommodation and Systems Integration

2008 (cont)

The Epilepsy Centre’s education and support service has increased by a
massive 35% from the previous year

The Epilepsy Centre commenced Seizure Clinics within the Paediatric Unit
of the Flinders Medical Centre. This was a first for South Australia

2009

The sale of the 25 Kilkenny Road, Woodville Park building is finalised

Mission Statement and Vision statement fine-tuned

‘Our Mission is to improve in all respects the welfare of people with epilepsy
and their families in South Australia and the Northern Territory.
Our Vision is to be the leading provider of epilepsy services and to create a
centre of excellence’

A new Darwin Office is opened and The Epilepsy Centre now shares an
office with the Multiple Sclerosis Society of SA & NT in Nightcliff Community
centre at 11/18 Bauhinia Street, Nightcliff

The global financial crisis impacts on fundraising activities

2010

Marks a year of consolidation, focus and change. Tough targets established
to stabilise the organisation’s finances

2008 (cont)

Servicing over 2,600 clients and provide epilepsy education and seizure first
aid training in schools, universities and government departments, counselling
and welfare to individuals and families, advocacy, as well as a continuing
commitment to our E-camp and Carer’s retreat

Continues to seek Government collaboration and funding, source new grants
and improve our call centre business. The Board is prepares for next
Strategic Planning session and anticipates increased focus on diverse
partnerships and new sources of funding

Epilepsy Ambassador’s program is introduced. Professor John Mulley and
Darel Hart, appointed as inaugural Ambassadors

Call Centre conducts Bonanza, MEGA Pot of Gold and MEGA Christmas
lotteries and continue to be the main source of revenue

The Epilepsy Centre now has its own Facebook page and Twitter account
with the aim of providing up to date information to followers as well as
providing an avenue for people to share ideas and thoughts. It has already
proven to be a great source of communication and information sharing not
only across SA and NT but around the world

2011

The Epilepsy Centre is a professional organisation committed to providing
quality services to people living with epilepsy and improving community
awareness and attitudes throughout South Australia and the Northern
Territory

Mission Statement
To improve in all respects the welfare of people with epilepsy and their families in South Australia and the Northern Territory

Vision Statement
To be the leading provider of epilepsy services and to create a centre or excellence

