Submission template -  person who lives with, cares for or interacts with a person who has epilepsy




Committee Secretary
Epilepsy in Australia
Community Affairs References Committee
Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
AUSTRALIA
To the Committee
I live with, care for, or interact with someone who has epilepsy.
Here are some brief details about my situation (please include information about yourself and the person with epilepsy as appropriate—for example, “I am the parent of…”). I am submitting this to share personal experiences and challenges that both myself and the individual with epilepsy have faced, organized under the following sections:
Physical and Mental Challenges
Please describe in detail how epilepsy affects the person involved, yourself, and others close to you. Tip: Most people without direct experience with epilepsy are not aware of its impact, so list all relevant effects.
Accessing Diagnosis, Treatment, and Support Services
Detail difficulties encountered when seeking treatment and support, such as getting appointments with neurologists, waiting times, delays for scans, costs, and lack of integrated services.
Community Awareness
Explain the challenges you’ve observed or experienced regarding social participation, employment, education, and other areas.
Driving and Independence
Discuss in detail any obstacles related to driving and independence that you and the individual with epilepsy have experienced.
Additional Information for the Committee
Recommendations/Suggestions for the Committee
For example:
· Increase the number of neurologists and epilepsy specialists in Australia.
· Improve access to regional and telehealth services for epilepsy.
· Reduce out-of-pocket expenses for diagnosis and treatment.
· Enhance access to support through the National Disability Insurance Scheme for people with epilepsy.
· Expand specialized epilepsy centres and surgical assessment programs.
· Invest in national awareness campaigns and seizure first-aid education.
· Boost Commonwealth funding for epilepsy research.

